
 

 

                                                                Irmo Middle School  

                              7th Grade Honors ELA Course Syllabus  

Teacher Email Contact Number 

Anna Inabinet ainabine@lexrich.org (803) 476-3692 

Melinda Pedroni mpedroni@lexrich5.org (803) 476-3694 

 

Course Description: This course is designed to challenge and extend the learning of students who demonstrate 
commitment and ability to engage in this rigorous curriculum.  This course develops proficiency in 
communicating abstract and complex ideas, relationships, and issues.  Students will analyze, define, compare, 
and evaluate ideas when reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  They will continue to analyze how themes in 
fiction and nonfiction develop over the course of a text.  Students will be challenged to use relevant evidence 
when supporting their own points in writing and speaking, making their reasoning clear to readers or listeners or 
constructively evaluating others’ use of evidence.  In writing and oral communication, students will develop 
clarity, organization, the use of detail, and identification of audience and purpose.  Students will engage in the 
writing process to generate a variety of writing products.  Through inquiry, they will analyze primary and 
secondary sources and will continue to develop skills and strategies in comprehending print and non-print 
resources.  Language instruction will focus on the correct use of Standard American English including a study 
of conventions of grammar and usage in writing.  Students will apply vocabulary skills to include word analysis 
such as words in context and Greek and Latin stems. Students will be expected to reinforce and enrich their 
knowledge, fluency, and skills through completion of homework. 

Instructional Goals/Objectives: 

➔ I can cite multiple examples of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 
➔ I can provide an objective summary of a text with two or more central ideas; cite key supporting details 

to analyze their development. 
 

➔ I can  interpret how a literary text relates to diverse media with an emphasis on the effect various media 
techniques have on ideas, themes, and topics. 

 
➔ I can determine one or more themes and analyze the development; provide an objective summary. 

 
➔ I can analyze how an author develops and contrasts points of view to impact content, meaning, and style. 

 
➔ I can trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 

sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 
 
 



 

➔ I can gather ideas from texts, multimedia, and personal experience to write narratives. 
 

➔ I can write informative/explanatory texts and arguments.  
 
Standards: 2015 College- and Career Ready Standards for English Language Arts 

http://bit.ly/2w0xUdB 

Honors focus will be on: 
● reading and writing workshops with gradual release of responsibility; 

● independent reading and guided text analysis with gradual release of responsibility;  

● activities before, during, and after reading to enhance comprehension; 

● thematic text set (anchor text with a variety of and supplementary texts); collaborative analysis in lexile based 

heterogeneous groups(based on MAP, SC READY, and CFA Data);  

●direct instruction of annotation to develop comprehensive depth; 

● emphasis on read-alouds to model interpretation of rhetorical devices, motifs, and thematic development over the 

course of a text.  

● independent writing using organizational structure appropriate for the text purposes; 

● emphasis on developing a writing habit in response to complex prompts, timed writings; 

●use of diction, syntax and conventions to create rhetorical devices, motifs, and theme development via the writing 

process.  

● academic vocabulary with compound directives embedded in learning targets, instruction, and assessments; 

●highly generative Greek and Latin Stems; 

● independent word inferences with teacher verifications.  

●Several checks for comprehension during instruction, whole group and individual  

●Several opportunities for success with explicit feedback and re-teaching/ tutoring  

●Rubric featuring higher levels of DOK and an advanced complexity of standards 

 

Textbook/Resources: 

Beers, Kylene, ed., et. al. Collections. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company, Orlando, 2014. 

Beers, Kylene, ed., et. al. Collections: Close Reader. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company, Orlando,  

     2014. 

Jago, Carol, ed. Collections: Performance Assessment. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company 

     Orlando, 2014. 

http://bit.ly/2w0xUdB


 

Supplementary texts are used at teachers’ discretion.  
 

Scope and Sequence/Instructional Organization 

Unit 1: Literary Texts and Narrative Writing--7 Weeks  
Rationale: The reading and writing skills in this opening unit lay the foundation for textual analysis, 
specifically analysis of literary texts, with a particular focus on citing evidence. Students will be able to build on 
the strategies learned during this unit throughout the year focusing on more complex texts. 
 
Unit 2: Informational Texts and Informative and Explanatory Writing--5 Weeks  
Rationale: The reading and writing skills in this  unit build on the skills from Unit 1 with an emphasis on 
informational texts and a particular focus on citing evidence. Students will be able to build on the strategies 
learned during this unit throughout the year focusing on more complex texts.  
 
Unit 3:Argumentative Writing and Research--4 weeks 
Rationale: After learning to cite evidence in Units 1 and 2, students will have an opportunity to critique sources 
to determine credibility and justify their argument or claim. This unit should be student-centered and 
inquiry-based in order to promote student interest, engagement, and collaboration.  
 
Unit 4: Critical Reading of Poetry Reading Power Standards 
RL 5: Determine meaning and develop logical interpretations by making predictions, inferring, drawing 
conclusions, analyzing, synthesizing, providing evidence, and investigating multiple interpretations. 
RL 9.1 Determine the figurative and connotative meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text; analyze 
the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds on specific verses or stanzas of poems or sections of 
narrative or drama  
 
Unit 5: Critical Reading of  Drama and Lit. Circles--4 weeks 
Rationale: This unit is a culmination of the skills addressed in Units 1-4 with a particular focus on analyzing  a 
literary text in the context of actual historical events. This unit allows for reading of informational texts as well 
as literary texts and also introduces drama as a literary form. The use of a drama for this standard allows  the 
students to focus on the impact of dialogue and action. 
 
Unit 6: Critical Reading of a Longer Literary Text (Novel Study)--6 weeks 

 
Rationale: The skills addressed in this unit build on those addressed earlier in the year with an additional and 
intense focus on author’s craft and close reading. Students will be able to read a variety of longer, more 
complex texts, and experience more in depth practice and development with previously introduced reading and 
writing skills.  
 
Unit 7:End of the Year Reflection--2-3 weeks 
Rationale: The skills addressed in this unit build on skills the students have focused on all year. Students will 
be able to review the skills and vocabulary and prepare for upcoming exams and SC Ready test.  
 

 

 

 



 

Assessments/Methods of Evaluation: 

Essays written for a variety of purposes, literary analyses, research projects, District 5 reading initiatives,               
common formative assessments, and unit assessments will be used throughout the year.  

Grading: 

● Major assignments (e.g. tests, projects, essays) will constitute 45% of quarterly grade. 

● Minor assignments (e.g. quizzes, brief constructed responses) will constitute 40% of quarterly grade. 

● Practice assignments (e.g. homework, classwork) will constitute 15% of quarterly grade.  

● Please utilize Parent Portal to monitor progress and grades. Log-ins and passwords can be obtained               
during Open House 2019 or by contacting the front office. 

● Students are assessed on a ten point grading scale per District 5’s uniform grading policy (100-90 A,                 
89-80 B, 79-70 C, 69-60 D, below 60 F).  

Academic Assistance opportunities are available before and/or after school with prior arrangements.  

Classroom Management Policies:  Students are expected to adhere to the following IMS Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) Model: 

I- Integrity 

A- Acceptance  

M- Motivation 

 

Please refer to the IMS student handbook for a detailed explanation of academic and behavioral expectations. 

 

  

https://www.lexrich5.org/domain/3903


 

Please sign and return to your student’s ELA teacher. 

Check the items that apply. 

 

______     I have received and read the syllabus. 

 

______     Have Internet access at home. 

 

______     Do not have Internet access at home. 

 

Student Name (print)           __________________________ 

 

Student signature/date        __________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian (print)        ___________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian signature/date  ________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian contact number __________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian email address___________________________ 

 


